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Inaugural Meeting, January 2014: Summary
The first meeting of the DNA Interest Group for Scotland (DIG-S) took place at the
University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, on Sat 18th January, 2014. A well attended meeting with
participants ranging from those active in DNA project administration to those just interested
in finding out more heard a number of reports on current projects in Scotland, and held an
open discussion about the need for this type of group; how far there may be interest across
Scotland for DNA genealogical research; and what role the group could play in informing the
wider public about this field and supporting research that uses it.
As well as representatives of several DNA projects, participants representing organisations
such as the Scottish Genealogical Society, Ayrshire Family History Society and the Lothians
Family History Society also came to the first meeting. Some participants travelled from as
far afield as Aberdeen, Staffordshire and Ireland, and their support was greatly appreciated
by all present. A selection of photos from the meeting is at the end of this summary.
Points raised at the meeting
The opening presentation by Alasdair Macdonald was for the benefit of people still new to
genetic genealogy, explaining the main types of test available and what kinds of question
they can help tackle. As well as the familiar Y-STR, Y-SNP, mtDNA and autosomal DNA tests,
Ali also explained the newer Full Y-Genome tests just becoming available, and ran through
the different companies that offer tests, with the pros and cons of each package. This was
followed by an outline of three main types of project – surname, geographical and
haplogroup – by John Cleary, who laid stress on the importance of choosing a testing
company that offers its testees a results database which is constantly updated with new
results, allowing further new matches to be discovered as new testers join in.
This was followed by a wide-ranging discussion on the role of the new group and wider
points on what DNA can offer to family and local historians. Ken Nisbet of the SGS pointed
out that it could lead to intensifying an obsession with ancestry for its own sake rather than
trying to understand the social history of one’s ancestors’ lives and times. Taking this on
board, others pointed out how DNA research can also open up new lines of social and family
historical research, so that the two areas do not exclude each other. It was agreed that the
group could send speakers to FHS around Scotland to help them work out how they may
respond to DNA studies and genetic genealogy in future; and provide a forum for

administrators to report on their projects and exchange methods for
interpreting findings and data.
Project reports
A number of short informal briefings on projects, all with relevance to
Scotland, were given to the meeting: Ken Elder reported on the Elder
surname project (http://www.familytreedna.com/public/elder); Hamish
Allan spoke on the R1b-DF63 haplogroup project (http://www.familytreedna.com/public/R1bDF63); Graham Holton outlined Strathclyde University’s plans to commemorate the Battle of
Bannockburn in June 2014 with an exhibition and some DNA testing of descendants of
those who fought at the battle (http://www.strath.ac.uk/genealogy/bannockburn/); and
Alasdair Macdonald spoke on developments at the Scottish geographical project
(http://www.familytreedna.com/public/Scottishdna/default.aspx). These were followed with
longer 20-minute presentations by:
Iain Ledingham on the Ledingham surname project and research by himself and other
surname bearers into the origins of this unique surname in Aberdeenshire, giving a
fascinating example of how DNA and traditional methods for surname research support
each other to allow unexpected discoveries to be made. Further information at:
http://www.familytreedna.com/public/Ledingham/default.aspx

Iain Kennedy reported on his results from taking the new Full Y-Genome test and the
Chromo 2 test offered by BritainsDNA, and how the tree for the major haplogroup R1bM222 is being redefined by them, in part by his own results. Further details can be found on
the Kennedy One Name Study site at http://www.kennedydna.com/dna.html
Michelle Leonard told the group about her involvement in the Fromelles (World War I)
project that used genealogical methods and DNA to identify remains of soldiers in a mass
grave at Fromelles, supported by the British and Australian governments. Further
information from this Australian government supported site: http://www.army.gov.au/Ourwork/Unrecovered-War-Casualties-Army/Fromelles

Future directions
While little time was left after the interesting presentations to talk about the future course
of the group, there was general interest in holding further meetings, possibly with invited
speakers. The group can also play a role in spreading knowledge of DNA in genealogy in
Scotland by offering speakers to meetings of FHS and other organisations in Scotland. If
anyone would like to host a speaker at a society or group they have connections with, or
have suggestions for speakers and themes for future meetings, please contact the
organisers (genDNAscotland@gmail.com ).
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